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Preservation of community’s most
historic places topic of reception

BY LISA TREISTER

Thompson Mayes, FAAR, vice pres-
ident and senior counsel of the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation,
and author and historian Arva Moore
Parks, presented thought-provoking
speeches about the value and necessity
of preservation of a community’s most
historic places, during a joint cocktail
reception on Aug. 24. The event was
co-hosted by the 100 Ladies of Deering
and the Historic Preservation Associa-
tion of Coral Gables (HPACG).

The “All About the Numbers” pro-
gram, conducted in the ballroom of the
historic Stone House at the Deering Es-
tate, celebrated the 100th anniversary of
the National Park Service, the 50th An-
niversary of the National Historic
Preservation Act and the 30th Anniver-
sary of the Deering Estate being listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places. In addition, the reception paid
tribute to the 100th Anniversary of
Charles Deering’s purchase and restora-
tion of the Richmond Hotel, which he
turned into his winter residence.

Making the introductions were Liede
DeValdivielso, president of 100 Ladies
of Deering; Karelia Carbonell, presi-
dent of the HPACG, and Becky Roper
Matkov, Deering Foundation board
member and noted historic preserva-
tion community leader.

Focusing on the subject of the pro-
gram, Mayes addressed the central
question: Why do old places matter?
He answered that old places provide a
sense of orientation, give us a sense of
history with all of our senses, stabilize
the economy, drive tourism, provide a
sense of continuity in a world that is
constantly changing, help anchor us
and our memories, and form our iden-
tity.

Parks, who has written numerous
books about Miami-Dade cities and
their founders, reminded the audience
of the successful campaigns that have
been waged in the county on behalf of
historic preservation.

“We have come a long way in pre-
serving South Florida’s special places,
but we must continue to be constantly
vigilant as time moves forward and de-
velopment pressures continue,” she
said. “We appreciate the help of the
National Trust.”

“All About the Numbers” sponsors
included Baptist Health South Florida,
Sabadell Bank, Professional Bank,
Bennett & Bennett Attorneys at Law,
Dolly Macintyre, Karelia Martinez
Carbonell and Mary Anne Danguille-
court.

The Historic Preservation Associa-
tion of Coral Gables is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization founded in 1991.
The mission of the organization is to
promote the understanding and impor-

tance of historic resources and their
preservation. HPACG works to focus
attention and support of local historic
treasures such as the De Soto Fountain,
Granada Boulevard entrances, Coral
Way-Granada fountains, Country Club
Prado entrance and other city land-
marks. HPACG has financially con-
tributed to restoration and education
causes such as the Save the Alhambra
Water Tower Campaign and Coral
Gables Museum’s historic walking
tours.

For more information, send email to
<info@HistoricCoralGables.org>.

The 100 Ladies of Deering is a phil-
anthropic circle dedicated to helping
preserve the cultural and natural her-
itage of the Deering Estate. The Ladies
consist of a diverse group of mothers,
daughters, sisters, wives and friends fo-
cused on the group’s mission.

In an effort to sustain this mission,
membership into the group is by invi-
tation only. Each member, valued for
her expertise and contribution to the
group, is selected by a current member
and approved by leadership.

For more information about the
Deering Foundation and the 100
Ladies of Deering, contact Mary Pettit,
executive director, at 305-235-1668.

For more information on the Deering
Estate's educational and cultural pro-
grams, visit <www.deeringestate.org>.



