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CORAL GABLES

Connecting Communities

Glty marks return of estored 1920 Arcadian streetlights

TO MIAMI'S COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

he board of directors of the

Historic Preservation

Association of Coral Gables,

George Giving benefactors,

members of the Coral Gables
City Commission, and other staff’ recently
gathered to unveil and celebrate the return of
two restored 1920s Arcadian streetlights to
Coral Gables’ first public building, the Coral
Gables Golf and Country Club.

Speakers included Warren Adams, the city’s
new historic preservation officer; Karelia
Martinez Carbonell, president HPACG, and
Mayor Raul Valdes-Fauli, who made the
closing remarks that addressed in detail the
cfforts made to return the Arcadians to their
original location.

Once upon a time in Coral Gables, miles of
beautiful White Way street lights illuminated
the plazas, boulevards, and avenues. In
preparation for the eight miles of lighting, 35
miles of wire were used to install the iron and
steel posts erected throughout the city. But, as
onc Coral Gables advertisement from 1922

stated, “The person who sces the White Way for
the first time will appreciate it, not for its iron
and steel but for its beauty and grandeur.™

Most of the White Way strectlights that made
up the eight-mile illumination corridor were in
the “Arcadian™ style. The Arcadians had many
options  of  mixing and  matching
components. Greg Dalkranian, a collector and
the restorer of these vintage streetlights, and
who also was present at the ceremony, observed,
“Looking at the beauty of these lamps, T would
be willing to bet that Denman Fink and George
Merrick personally put together the combination
of post and globe from the Westinghouse
catalog. That is why I call these lamps the
Gables Arcadians.™

In the fall of 2019, the HPACG Board
unanimously voted to support the restoration
efforts of the two Arcadians in partnership with
the city commission. Vice Mayor Vince Lago
sponsored Resolution 19-9389 which passed 5-
0. HPACG partnered with the city on this
unique opportunity to bring back a piece of lost
history to the place where Merrick once stood
and addressed the merits of buying into his
dream of a city.

Members of the
Historic
Preservation
Association of
Coral Gables and
Warren Adams,

city’s Historic
Preservation
Dfficer, welcome
the Arcadian
streetlights
back to their
original place.
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Boys & Girls

ALANA MARIA JEFFERSON

BY ABBIE LIPTON

lana Maria Jefferson, 17,
recently was named Boys &
Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade’s
2021 Youth of the Year. A panel
of club staff and administration served as the
judges to select this year’s Youth of the Year.
Jefterson, a junior at Coral Gables Senior High
School with a 3.2 GPA, has been a member of the
Hank Kline Club since 2010. During her time at
the club, she has matured by placing her focus on
her education and giving back to the community.
She hopes to attend Columbia University or
Howard University to pursue a career in education
with a focus on the arts. Jefferson believes in
promoting the arts and the importance of art
education in early childhood development.
Jefferson  participates  in  numerous
extracurricular activities including writing for the
school newspaper which she uses as a way to bring
awareness to issues surrounding the arts. Jefferson
also ran for 2021 class president and credits the
club with transforming her into an extroverted,
confident leader. At the club, she participates in the
Teen Club and is the Keystone president. She also
is part of the Teen Event Development Committee.

Jefferson and 29 other teens from Florida
Boys & Girls Clubs will be competing for the
2021 Florida Youth of the Year title. The winner
of the state title will receive a $2,500
scholarship, laptop computer and printer.

“Alana is the ideal ambassador of Boys & Girls
Clubs of Miami-Dade and deserves to be named
Youth of the Year,” said Alex Rodriguez-Roig,
president of Boys & Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade.
“She embodies the values of leadership and
service, and has proven academic excellence. We
congratulate her for all of her hard work and
dedication to the club and our community.”

Every year since 1955, youth from various
Boys & Girls Clubs across Florida have
competed for the opportunity to represent
Florida as the Florida Youth of the Year. The
winner of the state title then competes in the
regional competition. Five regional winners then
move on, and one is named the Boys & Girls
Clubs of America National Youth of the Year.

The National Youth of the Year serves as both
an exemplary ambassador for Boys & Girls
Clubs youth and as a strong voice for all of the
nation’s young people. He or she receives a new
car courtesy of Toyota, as well as scholarships
and cash totaling $60,000. The National Youth

10s of Miami-Dade names 2021 Youth of the Year

of the Year, along with the other four regional
runners-up, then trave!l to Washington, DC, and
speak to members of Congress and meet the
President of the United States.

To achieve the title of Youth of the Year on
any level, club members must embody the
values of leadership and service, academic
excellence and a healthy lifestyle. They should
exemplify the critical impact that Boys & Girls
Clubs have on the lives of young people. The
scoring includes candidate essays, an interview,
a speech, letters of recommendation and overall
application quality.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Miami-Dade has been
serving youth in the community since 1946. What
once was a single building and site for boys has
grown to five clubs serving thousands of boys and
girls year-round, providing programs in the areas of
character and leadership development, educational
enhancement, career preparation, health and life
skills, cultural arts and sports, fitness and recreation.

Club staffing, initiatives, and programs arc
designed to inspire and enable area youth and
provide them with the resources to succeed and
share in the American Dream.

For more information, visit www.bgemia.org,
or call 305-446-9910.




